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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Marwar Gazette says that a man and his sister have 
been murdered on the Hatrass and Saadabad road, on the 
frontier of the Muttra District. The Muttra and All ygurh 


Police are in search of the murderer, who has not yet been 
found. 


The Roznamcha of the 8th May says that numbers of 
people come from Chupra to the Goruckpore relief works, 
These works are meant solely for the poor of the district, and 
strangers should not be allowed to come to them. 


The Khair Khwdh-i-Punjab of the same date suggest the 
following measures for putting a stop to the pernicious prac- 
tice of selling girls in marriage, which during the last fifty. 


years has become common in the — and is 
throughout India :— 


(a) Registration of all such marriage contracts should be 
made compulsory. The registration roll should contain a de- 
scription of the bride and bridegroom. - = — : 


(6) It should be made highly penal to enter into. any such 
contract without first asking the permission of Government 


in a formal petition, to be written on stamped paper, and to 
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be accompanied by payment of a fee varying according to 
the nature and value of the consideration attached to the 
contract. 


(c) A fee of (say) “Rs. 10 should-be required from each 
wedding guest, and also from the Brahmin and the barber 
through whose agency the bargain is made. — 


The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-i-Hind of the 9th May says that 
roads, police stations, wells, and other accommodation for 
travellers are very much needed in the desolate tracts which all 
over India lie in the spaces between the great roads. The plain 
on the further side of the Goomtee,: by Lucknow, is an in- |, 
stance; travellers are often robbed there. - 


The Roznamcha and the Karnamah confirm the above 
statement by quoting a recent robbery committed in this plain. 
Some merchants who were going from Moonsheegunge. were 
attacked by about twenty-six men armed with lathies near 
Sir Mohsin-ood-deen’s garden, knocked down and badly beat, 


and rdbbed of all the money which they had just made by 
their business, 


A letter from a corespondent of the Agra Akhbar of the 
10th May points out the necessity of defining the meaning 
of Section 189 of Act XVIII. of 1873. This section relates 
to appeals to the Civil Court in revenue suits, and is inter- 
preted by some Judges as making such suits so appealablo 
only when the question is of the ownership of land not 
less than Rs. 100 in value. This the writer thinks a 
mistake,. This section of the Act, like section 153 of Act 
X. of 1859, clearly implies that in all. revenue. suits which 
involve in any way the question of proprietary right—-such 
as suits for dispossession on account, of arrears of revenue— 
an appeal shall lie to the Civil Court. The Judges, in putting 
a different cons truction on the Act, have been moved, only by 
a desire to save themselves trouble. The learned Judges of the 
High Court and the able Members of the Board of Revenue 
can never have meant to entrust to inexperienced assistants the 
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decision of stits concerning the proprietary right in land. 
It is hoped that the attention of Government will be directed’ 
to this important point. i eth 


The Agra Akhbar, the Akhbarst- Alam, the Lauh-i-Mahfur, 
and the Akhbar-i-Anjuman-t-Punjab concur in finding fault 
with the Secretary of State’s orders in Mr. Melville’s casey, 
which are based solely on religious prejudice and intolerance.. 
The last named paper thinks that Mr. Melville deserves a 
pension. 


The Mayo Memorial Gazette of the same date, in a lettor 
from a correspondent, invites the attention of Government to 
the following matters :— 


(1) Asystem of friendly intercourse should be ostablishied | 
between the governors and the governed. 


(2) A regulation should be framed for effectually puttir . 


a stop to bribery, which now prevails in all the Courts of law 
and impedes the course of justice. 


(3) All taxes should be abolished. India is not like 


England; her land revenue alone is sufficient to defray all ex- 
penses of the State. | 


(4) ‘Fo prevent. the storing of grain in harvest by buns. 
niahs and mahajuns, who afterwards sell it at arbitrary ‘prices, 
Government should yearly take from zemindars, as part of the 
land revenue, so much grain as should be sufficient to main- 
tain the urban and municipal population. This grain should 
‘be dispensed to the people throughout the year from the 
Government storehouses, at uniform and reasonable rates, 
under the direction of committees appointed for the purpose, | 


_ The Shola-i-Tur of the 12th May, inits local news columns, 
notices the shifts employed by a mahajun at Cawnpore in order 
to cheat the heirs of a deceased person out of their money. 
He maintained that the adopted sons had been taken into the 
family withont the permission of the deceased, and that, the 
widow had no legal ae of adoption; and by: this means he 


( 200 ) 


prevailed upon the poor young men, who were quite ignorant 
of the law, to como to terms with him by the payment ofa 
large sum of money. 


~The Akhbar-i-Alam of the 14th May wonders why Mr. 
henndre Nath Banerji, Assistant Collector and Magistrate — 
of Sylhet, has been punished with dismission for certain 
irregularities in the discharge of his duties, while sundry 
European civilians in the different presidencies, who are 
guilty of worse faults, have not been punished even with sus- 
pension or a fine. As an example the editor mentions 
the Assistant Commissioner of the Punjab, whose alleged im- 
proper conduct has been narrated at some length in the pre- 
ceding number of these Selections. 


The same paper notices approvingly the circular. of the 
Chief Court of the Punjab prohibiting the entertainment of any 
suit brought by apleader against his client on a written engage- 
ment by the latter to pay the former any sum beyond the 
prescribed fee as reward if his exertions in the prosecution of 
a case should prove successful. A similar rule should be | 

enforced in the North-Western Proyinces. This would put a 
stop to the illegal practice so common among pleaders, of 
exacting large sums of miny from their clients under the 
name of shukrana. 


The Hindi Prakash of the 15th May praises the munici- 
pality of Umritsur for careful attention to the cleanliness 
of that city, but at tlie same time calls upon it to look to the 
parts inhabited by Cashmeerees ) which are said to be always 
very filthy. , 


The same paper invites the attention of the Punjab Go- 
vernment to the need of planting trees along the Hafizabad 
and Gujranwalla road. At present travellers on that road 
suffer much discomfort from the want of shade, 


A letter from a correspondent of the Lawrence Gace tte 
of the same date points out the following important defect im 
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the procedure of the Civil. Courts, and bagi that the Legiala- | 
tive Council will see the necessity of amending it. : 


Decreeholders often procure attachment of property which . 
belongs to persons other than the judgment-debtor. When, 
these persons appear to contest the attachment, the Court 
simply puts a few questions to thie decreeholder, which he 
readily answers, and then the objectors are told to file a regu- 
lar suit. Thus they must either undergo the labour and 
expense of a suit, or see their property taken from them. | 
Many men have been ruined in this way. 


This grievance would be removed if the Civil Courts were 
required in all such cases to record all the evidence brought . 
by both parties, and if the objection were made good, to award. 
damages to the objector, besides releasing his property. 


The same paper approves the suggestion made by the. 
Oudh Akhbér some time ago that salutes should have been fired 
throughout India on the occasion of the marriage of the. 
Duke of Edinburgh with the only daughter of the Emperor 
of Russia. It is not yet too late for these salutes, which will . 
serve a very useful political purpose, by assuring the people 
of India that England and Russia have been united by mar-. 
riage, and by dispelling all foolish fears of Russian invasion. _ 


In its local news column, the same paper tells of. the robbery | 
of two carriages, full of a wedding party, in Mouzah Gokul-~ 
pore, and of a cart of rice in Mouzah Soofeepore (Meerut), § 


The Hindé Prakash of the same date, noticing the transfer - 
of Ram Singh, the Kooka leader, from the Rangoon to the | 
Delhi jail, remarks that Government has certainly acted very 
unjustly in having imprisoned such an innocent and. pious | 
man ; and hopes that Lord Northbrook will deign to take the . 
poor man’s case into his favourable consideration and order 
his release, and permit him to pass the remainder of his life in 


some sacred city of the Hindoos, such as Benares, Muttra » OF 
Bindrabun, 


( 202 ) 


In the Harish Chandra’s Magazine for the month of May is 
an article written by Baboo Kashee Nath, of the. Sirsa Anglo- 
Vernacular School, on the subject of the increasing poverty of 
India. The Baboo attributes this chiefly, to the decline of the. 
Native arts and manufactures, which has been brought about 
by the universal preference of goods of ‘European make and 
by the cheapness of English machine-madé fabrics, as compar- 
ed with the hand-made fabrics of India. The silk weavers of 
Benares have forsaken their trade for other occu pations, and 
similar industries in other parts of India have met with the 
same fate. 


In fact we have all grown accustomed to have every- 
thing English. Excepting only grain, everything we want— 
whether for luxury or subsistence, down to such trifles aa 
needles, thread, matches, pens and ink —is imported from Eng- 
land. a8 : | 
This pitiable state of things has reduced India to the low- 
est ebb of poverty and distress ; and, unfortunately for us, 
the British Government, while it has so generously provided 
us with means for the acquisition of English knowledge, to 
cheaper intellectual labour for its own benefit, has been very 
cautious in concealing from us the useful arts of industry and 
the practical sciences which have raised England to the fore- 
most rank in wealth and civilization, for fear lest we should 


prove obstacles in the way of its own countrytien ; who are 
growing rich at our expense. 


Under such circumstances, itis high time for our country- 
men to be up and doing, and follow the example of the patri- 
otic gentlemen of Great Britain, who, in A. D, 17 73, finding 
that Dacca, Qassimbazar, and Benares: fabrics were largely 
imported to their country from India, and that all English 
manufactories had consequently stopped work, and their work- 
men were reduced to distress such as is now rampant in India, 
held public meetings at Glasgow and Edinburgh to express 
their sorrow at the miseries and the excruciating poverty to 
which the working classes of. their nation had been reduced 
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in consequence of the preference of Indian cloths, and to devise 
measures for the manufacture of similar fabrics at home. 
They resolved not to use any cloth that was not of home manu~ 
facture ; and the result has been the present i a 


prosperity of England. ‘Sis 


It is matter of ‘rejoicing. cba " rr a of wash & move- 
ment is visible in one or two-places in India, For instance, 


Baboo Harish Chandra, a very enterprising man.of Benares, - 
has sent for a power-loom from England, which he purposes to. 
work in his native city ; and there is already one such machine 
at Cawnpore belonging to a Company ; while a large community 
of the natives at Bombay have bound themsdlves by a solemn 
promise to wear no clothes but those manufactured at home. 
This is a move in the right direction, and itis hoped that it 
-_will spread still farther. ’ - 


The same journal has an article on the Bengal. famine, 
in which the writer pities the unhappy state of that country, 
and gives great credit to Government for the liberal measures 
which have been taken to relieve distress... ‘‘ The fairest dis- 
tricts of Bengal, her richest. soil, and her devoted sons,” he re- 
marks, ‘are under the iron grasp of that divine scourge the 
famine. The kind and benign Government, under whose 
fostering care we are placed, has come forward with right 
earnesiness, helped by the private co-operation of the benevo . 
lent nobility and gentry of India, to the'rescue of millions of 
her sons from the excruciating distress of starvation, penury, 
and ultimately death. Lord Northbrook, actuated by a deep 
sense of sympathy and kindness towards our fellow country- 
men, has moved the benevolent public of En gland to extend 
their helping hand towards the poor and famished people of 
Bengal. The multifarious vigorous measures adopted by the 
Governmeat to meet the impending calamity, the readiness 
of the Anglo-Indian Press to suggest the best practical meang 
for relief, and the. qnergetic measures adopted by the people of 

nd to raiag private subscriptions, are all too well known 
Lo us to need repetition here.’ 
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The Kavi Vachan Sudhd of the 18th May criticizes the 
policy of Government in making petty reductions which 
savour of meanness, while at the same time large sums are 
unnecessarily spent. If some high officer were to recom- 
mend the creation of a new appointment carrying a large 
salary, neither the Viceroy nor the Secretary of State would 
hesitate to give prompt sanction. But, on the other hand, 
when a reduction of expenditure is desired, it is effected by 
cutting down the petty travelling allowance of chuprassies, or 
by lessening the number of clerks in public offices, or by cur- 
tailing the fixed allowance for stationery. Not long ago there 
was @ long official correspondence on the subject of the disposal 
of the hides of beasts killed for reward. It was ordered that: 
the hides should be retained by Government and sold; but 


when it appeared that they did not fetch more than 7 or 8 


-annas each, and that this would barely cover the cost of 
dressing them, the notion was given up, and the hides were 
allowed to remain the property of tho killers. 


Another instance of cheeseparing is now &@ year old. It 
has been ordered that when policemen receive new uniforms 
they shall restore the old uniforms to Government, to be sold 
for the good of the State. This is certainly a very: mean 
policy, and one which even the ancient rulers, notwithstand- 
ing their illiberal notions, never thought of. The editor asks 


Sir John Strachey and the Inspector-General of Police to put 
a atop to it. 


A correspondent of the Roznamcha of hae same odete hie 
the attention of the Municipality of Lucknow to the need of 
repairing the well by the roadside in Mohulla Rikabg uD), as ) 
also the well in Mohulla Bagh, which has run dry. - 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 19th May, in its ficial news 
column, says that in Lucknow a Christian. going home from’ 
church was attacked by some bad characters. A, similar. 


assault is said to have been made on a Bepgalee Baboo 
near Nowgaon, : bi ‘a 
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- tthe éditor attributes the frequency of cases of this kind to” 
the breaking up of the police outposts, and he would suggest 
an increase of the numbers of the police. — 


A correspondent of the same paper suggests that in order 
to prevent the theft of the currency notes, &e., sent by post, 
Government would do well to lay down a vile holding the: 
servants of the Postal Depurtnrent responsible for their safe 


despatch. | 

A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdér of the 20th May 
supports the statement which appeared in a late issue of: that 
paper, that: the successor of Baboo Ram Kali Chowdhry, late. 
Subordinate Judge of Mirzapore, is so old as to be unequal to the 


duties of his office; and gives the following further pers, 
ticulars about him :— 


(a). No suitor, * he ever so poor, is allowed to submit 
his petition except through.a pleader. 


(6). The Judge carries home the records of cases and: 
passes orders on them there, without giving the pleaders on both 
sides an opportunity. of speaking in behalf of their clients. 


Witnesses in the J udge’ 8 Court are subjected to unbecoming 
treatment. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing hom 
Umballa, says that the confectioners of that city use deleterious’ 
substances to colour their sweetmeats. The same thing is done 
in Agra. This is a matter which should occupy the attention 
of all municipal committees. 


The Benares Akhbar of the 21st May points out the need 
of covering all wells with a wooden grating. A Nepalee was 


killed not; long ago by falling « own a well that was not so 
covered, 


The editor regrets that the Benares Municipality should 
care only for the cleanliness of the principal streets and places, 
totally ae acid the rest of the city. He hopes that Govern- 
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ment will take notice of his repeated complaints in this pur- 
ticular, and will call the municipality to a sense of their duty; 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur of the 23rd May, 
writing from Calcutta, says that the opium cross-roads are 
every day the scene of heavy betting on opium and the rainfall 
and that large sums of money are lost and won. The betting 
is often shared by persons of bad livelihood, who persuade 
others to join them: but the police do not interfere, probably 
because they are in collusion with the bad characters. 


The Punjabt Akhbdr of the same date learns from @ cor- 
respondent at Benares that a theft of property of the value of 
Rs. 1,500 has been committed in the house of a Marwaree, 
situated in the rear of Gopal Mundir ; and that no trace of the 
stolen property has been discovered. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 28th May says that the police 
chowkeedars should be provided with watchmen‘ s rattles, like 
those of the old police. 


At present the police cannot cope with thieves, for want of 
help from the people and from each other. 


The same paper fails to see why a police cenétable who is 
dismissed should not receive back from Government the aggre- 
gate of the sums which have been monthly deducted from 
his pay on account of the pension fund, The editor thinks 


the present rule extremely unjust, and invites the attention of 
Government to it. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the same - date. publishes with ap- 
proval an article from the Koh-i-Ndér, in which-a general 
charge is brought against the European officers of almost all 
departments, that they do their work in a perfunctory manner. 
- For instance, judicial officers think that it is enough to decide 
cases on the evidence of witnesses, without making full 
inquiries from public and private sources, or taking: care to 
distinguish the right from the wrong. Civil Surgeons think 
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it quite sufficient to visit patients ecient although when 
they are paid by the visit, they are ready to insist on the need 
of. ‘frequent attendance ; . and so on. Again, most officers 
profess themselves unable to work more than six hours a day, 


although they do not'scruple.to make their subordinates work 
ten hours a day, and even longer. Yet the conduct of 


European officers is never called in question, and even the law | 


itself allows them special indulgences. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 29th May learns from a correspon- 


dent that Nawab Khurshid Jah Bahadur, son of Nawab— 


Shams-ul-Umara Bahadur (a grandee of Hyderabad, Deccan), 
was not treated with due deference by the officers of the 
English Government on the Occasion of his recent trip to Berar. 


None of the European officers went out to receive him; the 


Tuhseeldar of Oomraotee had the impudence to attend His 
Highness’ Durbar with a doputta on his head, instead of a 


turban; and, contrary to established custom, His Highness. 


was made to pay the price of the provisions supplied to him 
and his followers during his stay in the province. Not that 
the Nawab cared about the price, but when grandees of a 


foreign state are the guests of Government, it is but proper 


that they should be entertained at the expense of Government, 
and treated in all other respects in a manner suitable to their 
rank and dignity. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazetle of the same date is glad to 
learn that a new telegraph office has been opened in the centre. 
of Allahabad city, in order to save the people the trouble of 
going a long distance to send their messages. ‘Similar offices 
should be established in the heart of all large and populous 
towns and commercial marts, such as Benares, Agra, &e. 


The same paper has an article by a correspondent on the 
advisability of supplying Agra city with water from the 
Okhla canal, The writer begins by saying that, though the 
 Okhia canal will undoubtedly do immense good: by convert- 
Ang thousands of acres of barren land into fruitful fields and 
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gardens, and will prove of great service in times of drought, 
and be a lasting monument of the interest taken ‘by Govern- 
~ ment in the welfare of its. subjects, one grand hope which the 
inhabitants of Agra have cherished ever since the cangl began 
yet remains unfulfilled, namely, that the canal should be 
made to supply water to Agra; where water is most urgently 
needed. . There is no tewn in thé whole valley of the Ganges 
which stands in such pressing need of water-supply as Agra. 

The water of almost all the wells in the city is brackish and 
quite unfit for drinking, and is moreover obtained with great 
difficulty, the aquiferous strata being very far below the sur- 
face.. Before the municipality sank wells on the bank of the 
J umna, drinking water used to be fetched from wells four 
miles and more from the city; and even now ore rupee a 
month at least has to be spent by each family in the hire of 
water-carriers ; the price of a single ghurra of water from the 
bank of the Jumna being half an anna. : 


It can thus be easily understood that if water. were led 
from the canal through the city, the people would regard 
this as an inestimable blessing. The writer.hopes Sir John 
Strachey will be moved to take the matter into his favourable 
consideration, The cost could be met from municipal funds, 
and by raising subscriptions from the gentry of the city and 
the chiefs of one or two adjoining native states. 


Another correspondent of the same paper writes that the 
owners of some liquor shops still keep a -register of the names, 
castes, dic., of customers, though the order prescribing such 
registers has been cancelled. He thinks that Government 
should order these registers to be stopped ; at present Grovern- 
ment is no doubt unaware of their existence. | : 


The editor dissents from this opinion, and thinks that the 
atin are useful as some sort of check. on the consumption 
of liyuor, which has much increased of late. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur of the 30th May laments 
the pitiable state of the inhabitants of Bareilly (Rohilkiund), 
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Thefts, fires, and the dearness of grain have beer theit chief 
afflictions of late, Between the 9th and 20th May as many 
as 5,000 houses were burnt, and in one case tlie fire spread as 
far as the college, which, however, thanks to the exertions of 
the Principal, escaped unharmed. To prevent fires hereafter, 
the Magistrate has ordered all thatched houses to-be tiled. 
This order has involved the poor in still greater distress. 


The Shahjehanpore paper says that there has heen a large 
‘fire in Bhshjehanpore only 


The Naf’-ul-Aetm ‘of the 2nd June has been informed 
that a man and two lads of a tribe of merchants called Baire, 
who were travelling in a carriage from Ferozepore to Jagraon 
(Loodhiana) by night, were surprised in the way by a party 
of four dacoits and plundered of all their goods to the value 
of Rs. 700, 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 4th June, in ‘its local news 
columns, draws the attention of the municipal committee of 
that city to the following nuisances :— 


(a.) Conservancy carte go about the city streets in the 
daytime. ee 


(o.) Boats wre with filth pass by the river bank where 
the people bathe. 


The editor asks the sonlolpal committee to order the carts 
to go their rounds at 3or4A.M., and the boats to row 
straight across the river. 


The writer also notices the improper conduct of Rai Seeta 
Ram. His brother, Rai Narain Das, lately. purposed to pull 
down a temple sacred to Hunooman, and Rai Seeta Ram is 
now thinking of demolishing a pagoda and building a privy 
in its place. | 


The Akhbir-i-Anjuman-i- Punjab ‘of the 5th Jtne again | 
Urges the necessity of allowing natives of India to sit on juries 
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as well as Europeans and Eurasians.- The law .contains no. 
provision restricting to Kuropeans and Kurasians. the privilege 
of serving on juries.- It often happens that: natives are con- 
cerned in cases tried by jury, so that there-is reason to appre- 
bend a partial verdict from a jury. composed of Europeans 
and Eurasians only. . ee 


In connection with this, the editor also points out the in- 
justice of denying to -assessors -the indulgences which are 
granted to jurors. For instance, jurors are. provided with 
accommodation and refreshments, and are paid according to 
a fixed scale for travelling charges, whereas poor assessors, 
who are generally native gentlemen of respectability, and have 
sometimes to attend the Court for several days in succession, 
are obliged to wait outside the Court, exposed to all the incle- 
mency of the weather, and get neither refreshment nor batta. 
All this is extremely unjust. The duties of a juror and an 
assessor are very much alike, and. itis therefore only right 
and proper that they should enjoy equal privileges. __ 


The same paper praises Sir John Strachey for having ex- 
pressed his disapproval of the practice hitherto obtaining in 
the North-Western Provinces of surrendering native orphans 
to Christian missionaries to be brought up in the principles of 
the Christian faith. The Lieutenant-Governor has ordered 
that all such orphans be in future committed to the care of 
native gentlemen of their own religion. The editor takes 


this for a proof.of the Lieutenant-Governor’s justice and 
mercy. i 


A correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 
same date attributes the frequency of thefts and robberies in 
the English dominions to the light punishments inflicted on 
criminals and the mild discipline of the Government jails. 
Far from being an object of terror, the jails are regarded by 
the prisoners as more comfortable than their own homes. 
The writer.- would recommend the adoption of the discipline 
af the central jail at Plymouth, where, as appears from, @ 
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report published’ in a late number of Good Words; prisoners 
convicted of heinous offences have to work at stone-quarrying, 
and are denied the pleasure of talking, eating, and: sleeping 
together, and are fed on coarse bread and porridge with no 
other condiment than salt. The writer would also suggest the 

necessity of a discrimination in the treatment of criminals. 
At present the jail discipline is the same for the wilful mur- 
derer and for the man who strikes his neighbour a trifling 


blow. i 


The editor of the Allygurh Institute Gazette does sevalalie 
concur with the above views. He believes. that the treat- 


ment inflicted on prisoners in Government jails is already as 
harsh as is desirable, or as humanity can allow, and the-in- 
crease in crime is rather due to the’ faults of .our police, by 
which innocent persons are often. brought into trouble, while 
the guilty escape pameamens, than to the TOnMARAY of the Jail 
discipline. oe iat 


A scrianpendii ‘of the pan Akhbar of the 6th June, 
writing from Delhi, mentions a theft said to have been com- 
mitted in the house of Moulvie Zia-ud-din, Professor of Arabic, 


Delhi College. ‘Everything of value in the house + was carried 
away. | Se 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur of the same date invites 
attention to.an extremely cruel and barbarous custom in vé gue 
in Bengal. If aman falls sick and is likely to die, his caliikedad 
carry him to the river side and there await his recovery for 
four or five days; at the end of which time, if he be not bet- 
ter, they bid him repeat Hari, and then tie a heavy stone to 
his waist and throw him into the river. If the sick man has 
hot strenoth enough to untie the stone, he is drowned ;.if he 
can free himself, he goes to live in a village occupied only by 
People who have escaped like himself, and for that reason 
called murdah zinda ka gaon. This: village at:present contains 
about: 10,000: inhabitants, whom. their relatives refane to 


receive again in their-own- homes. 
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The writer saw seten persons thus: cruelly treated on the 
12th of last May; they were all drowned save ‘two. ‘He 
wonders that the Bengal Government should tolerate such an 
inhuman custom in its dominions. 


oe POLITICAL (FOREIGN, 


A correspondent of the Khair Khwah-t- Alam notices the 
abuses said to be prevalent in the Jeypore State. under the 
administration of the new Prime Minister, Thakoor Futeh 
Singh. Suitors are denied access to the Maharajah. The 
widow of Thakoor Kurtn Singh, who has been wrongfully 
deprived of her estate by her step-son, Chand Singh, and has 
for three years been vainly seeking justice, recently presented 
herself at the royal threshold to obtain redress ; but Thakoor- 
Futeh Singh contri ved that her complaint should not reach 
the Maharajah. Moreover, worthless persons have obtained 
preferment from: the Prime Minister because. they are his 


favourites. For instance, one Abdullah, the son of an architect, 
who was jemadar of camel sowars when Futeh Singh was 


darogha of camels, has been intrusted with several important 
offices, for which he is quite unfit. 


The Nir Afshan of the 7th May, mentioning the death at 
Umballa of the Rajah of Fureedcote (Punjab), invites atten- 
tion to the improper conduct of Bukhshee Beer Singh, a lead- 
ing officer of the state, who accompanied His Highness on 
his pilgrimage. He is said to have kept the Rajah’s illness secret 
from his heir-apparent, and to have purposely neglected to 
call in the services of a physician, and shortly before the 
Rajah’s death he made off with the great seal, All this is a 
source of much grief to the heir-apparent, and has not unrea- 

__ Sonably led the people to suspect some unfair play on the part 


of the Bukhshee, especially as he has made his brief career in 
the state memorable for various abuses. 


The Malwa Akhbar of the 8th: May commends the Maho- 
rajah of Tndore for taking much interest in the training of 
women in midwifery. Two women who have made some 
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been assigned a stipend of Rs, 6 per mensem each, ‘besidesa 
monthly allowance of Rs. 10 for medicines. 


But great irregularity prevails in the new post- offices 
established by the Maharajah in his territory. Postage is 
sometimes charged on paid letters ; no care is taken to find the 
| addressees, and letters return to the senders after an interval 
of five or six months; the peons employed at the post-offices 
are used in the private, business of the postmasters; and 80 
on, The Inspector of the a is called upon to sea 
to all this. 


A correspcndent of the Koh-i-N ur of the 9th May, write 
ing from Jodhpore, says that as the stamp papers. introduced 
into that state some time dgo do not bear their values written 
on them, the officers'in charge of them sell them at.what prices 
they please. The writer would recommend the establishment 
of a distinct department, under proper supervision, for the sale 


of stamps. This would save loss both to the Government and 
the people. 


Another correspondent of the same paper says that. thé 
Maharajah of Cashmere has engaged a Européan engineer 
to make the Murree and Bhimbur road which leads to Cash-. 
mere. This will be a kunkur road 18 feet broad, and will cost 
the state Rs. 50,000 a year. It will make the famous valley 


readily sineealiche to Europeans, who will have good cause to 
thank the Maharaj ah. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfua of aie sameé date praises the Mahara- 
jah of Puttialla for having made liberal donations of Rs. 2,000 
and Rs. 500, respectively, to: the Loodhiana Nit Prakash 


Sabha, and Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen’s oe hormat 
school. 


The Oudh Akiba of the 19th May has basi taforined we 
a correspondent that a desperate fight took ‘ place in. Mouzah 
Meswa in the Mafwar territory. Six men were killed and a few 
others were- wounded. - ‘The’ Kamilar of the mouzah narrowly 
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-escaped. with his life to carry the news to the Rao of Deogurh, 
. to whom the mouzah belongs, and who instantly : despatched 
200 footmen and_a few: sowars to meet the aggressor, .Bagore 
Maharaj, who is the Maharana’s uncle, and who is said to 
have an intention to cede-Meswa to his. own territory. 


» The writer adds that some of the. Sirdara. of Marwar have 
’-lately grown: refractory and are disturbing the peace of the 
state by their depredations. 


Another correspondent of the same paper. writes: that an 
affray took place in Mouzah Seokee, in the Jodhpore territory, 
between the retainers of Maharajah Kishore Singh and- those 
of Rao Raja Bhibut Singh. The cause of the quarrel was a dis- 
pute about the right of. using: the water of: a nullah. in the 
mouzah in which both parties hold shares. : Several men were 
‘wounded on both sides. and ‘three were. killed. The .case .is 
before the Jodhpore Durbar. 


A correspondent of ‘the Koh-i-Nur of the 23rd May 
writes that the Nawab of Tonk has issued orders to his Bukh- 
shee to raise subscriptions in his state in aid of thé sufferers 
fromithe Bengal famine. The officers of. the state-are to pay 
‘at the rate of one anna,: and the jagheerdars at the rate of a 
quarter-anna per rupee on their monthly. incomes, : 


_ The Akhbar-t-Alam of the 28th May reviews the alle- 
gations made by several English newspapers concerning the 
circumstance which attended the recent visit of Maharajah 
Scindia to Lucknow. The editor totally disbelieves the calum- 
nious rumouts-which-would connect the Maharajah’s »name 
with that incident. Nothing can-be more improbable than .that 
a prince of high dignity and -the ruler of: a: large. state,.-who 
stands in the foremost rank of Indian princes, and whose just and 
prudent administration of his territories has won the applause of 
the English Government, should ever, have thought of entering 
the house of a native. gentleman to carry. off his . wife. 
Moreover, this was not the Maharajab’s first visit to. Lucknow ; 
on. the contrary, during the ten years which. have. passed 
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sinee’ the. woman. with whose abduction ‘the Maharajah “hast. 
been charged quitted Gwalior, His Highness has been in Luck 
now several times.« It cannot therefore be thought that® his-4 
present visit: had anything to do with this woman. :- It is éspes:- 
cially important to: observe -that, had_ the “Maharajah. really* 
entertained any intention of taking t the woman from her hus+ 
band,’ this could have’ been done in a ‘thousand -very easy" 
and simple ways, as, for. instance, by the help of a procures.’ 


Under these circumstances, the editor cannot but consure 
the conduct of the Chief Commissioner of Oudh, who, on the 
strength of a slanderous ruinour which had no foundation and 
which it was notattempted to prove, ordered the Maharajah to 
quit Lucknow in twenty-four hours. .The Chief Commissioner . 
had no lawful authority to.make any such order.” 


In conclusion, the editor advises his countrymen, if they 
would escape humiliation and disgrace such as this (which 
European -officers are now accustomed to inflict on natives of 
all ranks), to submit a memorial with full particulars to -Par- 
liament and to the East Indian Association in London. 


> 


The Akhbdr-t-Anjuman-i-Punjab concurs ‘in: the above 
opinion. The editor has not the least doubt that, as-stated in 
the Pioneer of the 25th May, the Maharajah went to Luck- 
now simply to obtain the professional advice of a European 
Doctor (this is the explanation given by the Political Agent 
of Gwalior, who has the most correct knowledge of the cir- 
cumstancer,) and that the calumnious reports which have beent ° 
circulated to the Maharajah’s pre} udice are quite unfounded, — 
and have only been spread by designing persons in order to . 
injure his reputation. 


‘The Ner-ul-Absdér of the 15th June; in notiotag the same 
occurrence, thinks it very surprising that'some English news-- 
papers should not have hesitated to give publicity to the slan- - 
derous rumour against: the Maharajah, but’ should: have: for-' - 
gotten to explain how the police,’ who were said to have' come’: 
in time: to rescue the: weman, failed to. seize the perpetrator of 
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the outrage.’ “The editor cantiot -help- expressing his ' regret 
that the editors of English newspapers should ever be ready 
to ' publish ‘fictitious statements to the prejudicé of native 
princes. The present instance is only one of many, though 
fortunately the letter of the Maharajah’s Private Secre- 
tary published in the Pioneer has convinced the English Press 
that the Maharajah-had no share whatever in the act. Great 
credit is due to the editor of the Oudh Akhbdér for having 


prudently refrained from giving publicity to ‘the insidious 
rumour. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur of the 30th May. cri- 
_ticizes Dr. Leitner’s statement against the Maharajah of 
Cashmere, published in the Morning Post, and Feprednoed 
in a recent issue of the Indian Public Opinion. 


- es Leitner says :— 


(1 ) That Cashmere was transferred to the reigning Maha- 


rajah by the English Government for ten lakhs of. rupees. 


(2.) That the Punjab Government conceals the real state 
of affairs in Cashmere. 


(8.) That the Government of the alan ah of Cashmere 
‘is very oppressive. 


Dr. Leitner then tries to show that the English Govern- 
ment should interfere 1 in the affairs of the state. 


_ These allegations are all false, and are prompted sot by 
pervooal malice towards the Maharajah, . 


' (1.) Cashmere was given to the. late Maharaj ah Goolab 
Singh for .twenty-five lakha, and not for ten lakhs .to the 
reigning Maharajah, as Dr. Leitner very erroneously supposes. 

The bargain showed the prudence and statesmanship' of 
the Government of that day, and: met with the unqualified 
approval of the Governor-General; the Commander-in-Chief, 
and Maharajah ‘Runjeet Singh. There can be no doubt that 
“the possession of Cashmere would have been only a source of 

puxicty to the Hoglish Government, At the critical time when 
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Divan. Mooleaj, Governor of Mooltan, and Sirdar. Cbutr Singh 
of Ataree broke out in rebellion at Hazara, it was Maharajah 
Goolab Singh who remained . faithful and kept down. all the 
insurgents of that. quarter. So also in the mutiny of 1857, the 
subjects of Cashmere, to the last man, stood firm in their 
allegiance te the English Government, and the state rendered 
conspicuous services both by money and troops. 


(2.) Dr. Leitner, who has spent five years in the Punjab, 
is hardly so weighty an authority on the state of affairs at 
Cashmere as are officers like Sir John Lawrence, the Hon’ble 
Robert Montgomery, Sir Donald Macleod, Mr. Lake, and 
the present Lieutenant-G overnor, most of whom passed the 
greater part of their lives i in the country. It is equally absurd. 
to suppose that these officers concealed from Government any- 
thing that they knew. 


(3.) There remains the allegation that the Maharajah ig 
an oppressive ruler. It would be difficult to find a more dar- 
ing falsehood than this. The Maharajah’s excellent administra- 
tion, his kind and generous treatment of his subjects, his zeal 
for their welfare, are too well known and have been too fre- 
quently noticed in newspapers to require any proof. So well 
are the laws obeyed that the number of crimes in the whole of 
the Maharajah’s dominions may be said to be less than the 
number of crimes in a single division, if not in a single dis- 
trict, of the Punjab ; schools, dispensaries, and various other 
useful institutions have ‘been established; and large sums of 
money have been spent in promoting ‘the national industries 
of silk and shawl manufacture. A‘nd the Maharajah’s con- 
duct towards strangers.is marked by the same liberality and 
Considerateness. _No trouble or expense is spared to ensure 
the comfort.of the Europeaus who, yearly -visit. Cashmere ; 
laborious preparations were.made at a great expense to secure 
 & Bafe and easy. journey for the Yarkund expedition (for 
which 9 public expression of thanks was eonveyed to the 

Maharajah by Mr. Forsyth in October, 1873) end prepara- 
fons are now making on a scale not less magnificent to.recaive. 
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the expedition on its return. All-these are so many convinces - 
ing proofs of the Maharajah’s excellent administration and his - 
firm loyalty and good will to the British Government. 

- It is indeed extremely strange that in the face of all these 
facts Dr. Leitner should have ventured to publish such 
statements against ‘the Maharajah ; and the writer hopes the 
editor of the Indian Public Opinion, who gave circulation to 
them, will also’ grant this article a:place in his paper. 

A correspondent of the Punjabt Akhbar of the same date, 
writing from Puttiala, says that a marriage patty which was 
returning from Narnoul to Bhewanee fell among thieves when 
they had got a mile beyond Narnoul. The thieves deprived 
the wedding guests of all their property, and the bridegroom 
of his nose. The Puttiala police went to look for the offénd- 
ers, but could not find them. 


EDUCATIONAL. 
The Punjabi Akhbdér of the 9th May commends to the 


favourable consideration of Government the case of Wuzeer- 
un-nisa, a Mahomedan lady, late a teacher in the Girls’ 
Normal School, Lahore, who is now in a destitute condition. 

She is said to be a woman of ability and a poetess, and to 
be still quite fit for the duties of a teacher in a girls’ school. 


The. Agra Akhbdér of the 10th May speaks in high terms. 
of the Saulat-i- Afghani, a new history of the Afghans, written. - 
by Mahomed Zardar Khan, a gentleman and jagheerdar of 


Kurrowlee (Rajpootana). The book will marty, | be printer 
at the Agra Akhbar Press. 


The Haris: Chandra’s Magazine for the month of: + May ili 
lishes the following interesting critique on Praetical Eng-- 
lish, a treatise written: by Baboo Mathura Pershad: Misra, 
Head-master of Queen’s College, . Benares, -. and - designed. 
for introduction-into the lower-classes of that college. :— 


*¢ Lots of new-vernacular school’ books “issued out of. the 


press every year, and many ‘of them,: which -in -vulgar par-_ 
lance-are little better-than fuddies, solely-with.a view to ‘fill 
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the coffers of. their writers: with money, apart from any. .con- 
sideration of public good. .Of these, the greater number are 
compilations or translations, and very few original produc- 
tions; but all of them are given out with the avowed object 
of supplying some sheer want, or removing some defects 
lying in the way of learning with the aid of the current ones. 
The language of a host of these works is either, as regards 
diction, impure or Anglicised ; and it is hence that the natives, 
especially the Musalman section of them, considering the ver- 
nacular education imparted at Government colleges and schools 
corruptive, rather than corrective, do not send ‘their sons to 
these institutions. Of late, a treatise like ‘this, entitled 
Practical English, has come out from the pen of the Head- 
master of the Benares College, which is full of vernacular 
exercises for translation into English; but to séek for purity 
of diction therein is to seek for a needle in a load of hay, and 
to read it is to -go-for wool and come home shorn. ~ 


© This book of nearly three hundred pages, written with the 
object of teaching English to the students of the lower Classes 
of the Benares College, is, as appearsfrom its dedication pages, 
based on ‘the principles of successful modern: -teachers -- of 
languages in Europe, and is to be considered as a sequel to the 
author’s primer. Its introduction into the classes of the insti- 
tution of which the writer is the Head-master, persuaded: us to 
look at it and read ‘a few pages here and there in the hope 
of finding it better than , and superior. to, the books ; which 
are to make room for it. . But, to our astonishment, we haye 
found it quite unfit for educational purposes. Its; contents 
clearly show that while. it will teach:a little of English to the 
Indian youths, it. will withal. make them unlearn their. mother- 
tongue. The major portion of its. vernacular phrases and 
sentences teems with grammatical and idiomatical errors, such 
88 would make its readers forget their own expressions, and 
. Inbibe those of the half-educated. 


There is-hardly. a page in.the book free fram errors such 
B.Zum ne mere-ghore ko. khuib.nal lagaihat ;. while smany..of 
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its ventences and phrases are entirely unintelligible. The 
huthor, it seems, cannot express common things in the verna-. 
cular with ease and propriety. 


‘¢We generally hear Englishmen in India say’ that 
natives who read a little or more of English forget their own 
vernacular, But they, we regret, forget to think that it isnot. 
on account of any fault in the natives, but to a great extent 
in consequence of books written by men who speak and write 
broken or Anglicised vernacular. Strange that, under the — 
administration of Sir William Muir, the Directorship of Mr. 
Kempson, and the Principalship of Mr. Griffith, whose verna- 
cular scholarship, coupled with that of oriental classics, is 
known far and wide, a book like the one under réview should 


have been permitted to find its way into the classes of the 
Benares College. 3 


“A committée to examine the merits of. the books in use. 
in the school classes of. the North-West has been organised 
by the Government of the North-West, and it would be, 
well to submit the treatise under notice to its ordeal before 
its introduction into our colleges and. schools.. We think it 
proper for the present to refrain from giving our remarks. 
on the suitability of the English portion of the book to mere 


beginners ; but we will revert to it afterwards when we have 
more leisure to look through the work.” 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 5th June, in an 
article communicated by a correspondent, condemns the poli- 
éy of the Government, North-Western Provinces, in making 
no ‘allowance to tuhseelee schools for the purchase of clas 8 
books, works of reference, maps, and instruments of land- 
measuring. The petty income from fees, which seldom 
amounts to more than Rs. 3 or 4, and which’ barely suffices 
to meet the ordinary contingenciés, such as the pay of the 
bheestie and the sweeper, is to cover the cost of all these 
requirements! The consequence is that, while’ the hulka- 
bundee schools are fo mupplied with all the ap paren of teaching; 
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ihe tuhseelee schools are very ill provided. Government 
should cease: to expect tuhseelee schools to’ a y all their 


own wants. 

The Punjabi. Akhbdr of the 6th June, in a long editorial 
article, points out the need of introducing vernacular ver- 
sions of scientific works into the curricula of Govern- 
ment schools. In A. D. 1871 or 1872, a notice was issued 
at the instance of the late Mr. Le Poer Wynne, Under-Seore- — 
tary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 
offering a. reward for a translation of Gulliver's Travels in the — 
vernacular ; but no one attempted the task. Moreover, a notifi- — 
cation was issued by the Supreme Government some time ago - 
asking the several Local Governments to pay particular atten- 
tion to the preparation of vernacular versions of scientific — 
treatises; but, as far as the writer's knowledge goes, the 
scheme went no further. Sir William Muir’s prize notifica- 
tion unfortunately never led to the production of any scien- 
tific work. It is high time that the attention of Government 
should be directed to this important subject. 


The writer also calls upon. the chiefs and princes of 
hative states to take up the matter earnestly. He bestows 
high praise on the Maharajah of Cashmere for having at 
considerable expense established a translation department, 
which has now been at work for ten years in the preparation 
of translations of scientific works in Sanscrit and Bhasha. - 
The Maharajah has also lately written to Germany asking the 
learned men there to compile a work on chemistry in Sans- | 
crit. The editor would at the same time advise His High- — 
ness to follow the example of the Local Government of the. 
North-Western Provinces and issue a prize notification, which 
should induce the. learned of all parts of India to apply them- 


telveg to the translation of scientific works. ~ 
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